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HAck A
IA Director

rongly Tied
To Renegade

. ‘" The staff director of the House

. Intelligence Committee chose to call:

a mysterious episode in the murky
career of convicted -

Turner Affair.”

The label is unfair. The former

CIA director committed no impro-

- priety; he didn’t even know he was

being linked to Wilson, who was a
fugitive ex-CIA agent at the time.
Here's what happened:

In early 1978, Turner was having
a house built in suburban Washing-
ton. As head of the CIA, he required
a security system for his new home.

“The builder gave me the choice
of several security 'systems,” Turner
told my associate Dale Van Atta. He
said he chose Honeywell because an
old friend was a top executive of the
company.

Unbeknownst- to Turner, a one-
time associate of Wilson also worked
at Honeywell, as sales manager for -
its protective services division. One
day this man got a call from Wilson.
He later told the Intelligence Com-
mittee he “was instructed by Ed to
have someone from Honeywell con-

gun-runner
Edwin P. Wilson “The "Stansfield

alarm system for ﬂxe CIA chxef’s
home.

The sales manager assumed wil-

son was acting at Turner's behest.’

Like many people, he thought Wil-

son was still working for the CIA—
an impression Wilson c\dtwatea to

ﬂnsday K : E S I A SR
So the former associate askedGat

Woodward, a retired colonel who

still works ‘at Honeywell, *to‘contact
someone at Tumer’s office, one of

his liaison -people, . nnd arrarige to

look at the house . .". and see what
it needs.” Woodwaxd. like ‘Turner,
knew nothing of the W'lson connec-
tion. .

Wilson's assocmte told the House

committee -behind closed doors that

Turner got at least a 50 percent dis-
count on the security system, and
that it was also “paid for out of petty

cash from CIA funds” Both Wood-*

ward and Turner say they were un-
aware of any discount; both vehe-
mently deny that the CIA paid for

building contract for:: his - home, -

which shows an estimate of $1,800
for a security system :as part of the

oonstrucuon cost. Turner recalled
' that, when the actual cost turned out -

to be $1,950, he paid the additional
$150 through an-adjustment in the
closing costs. -The CIA’s only in-
volvement was to see that the sys-
tem was connected to CIA headquar-
ters in Langley, Va. :
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Wilson knew Turner was Jooking for
a home-gecurity system. The moe}
. likely conclusion is that someone in -

the CIA's “old boy network” found -

. out about it from the CIA's office of

security, and mentioned it to Wilson.
It would be typical of Wilson to

~ use this inforiation to nurture the .

idea that he was still a CIA man. He
madehufommethrmghgoodconl’
nections, and seized every opportu-
ity to “legitimize” himself by real or
perceived - intimacy - with the peat..
and the near-great. -

Onethmgxsclear'l‘umerhadno

. idea Wilson had any involvement ' |

with HoneywelL The two were “liks | i
oil and water,” according to a knowl: -
edgable source. Turner's majot:
housecleaning at the CIA began .
when he fired two agents who we:e
moonlighting for Wilson. ‘
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